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 “I ran the hundred meters in Tokyo just before the Second World War.” I did not know why I ran that day, as my mother, the
doctor of the village, was due to marry. The ceremony was held in the courtyard of our house, and we were all standing around
waiting for the priest when the message reached my village that the British and Japanese forces were at war. It was war now.

India was at war with its oldest enemy, and within days, my parents’ village would be the battlefield of the empire’s invasion of

                               1 / 2

https://tinurli.com/2iry20
https://tinurli.com/2iry20


 

our country. “Don’t cry,” my mother told me, as the priest was about to marry us. She pulled my arm and whispered to me, “We
will go into the hills and raise our family.” She wanted to go into the hills and remain there, not see the houses of my village

flattened to the ground and the bodies of her family lying in pools of blood. She wanted to go into the hills and stay there
forever. “You can’t go,” my father told her. “Our family cannot run away.” My father was a “sahib,” a privileged European who
had returned to our village, having been away for years. He stood up and told the priest that the British and Japanese forces had
invaded his village, destroyed the houses and killed everyone in his family. “Everyone?” the priest asked in disbelief. My father
nodded gravely. “They slaughtered our family,” he said. “No, they didn’t,” my mother said angrily. “They came for me, and we
escaped.” My mother was a “jinni,” a dark-skinned, lower-caste woman. Her family had been herding cows on the plains for
generations, and she was not part of any local caste hierarchy, so she was branded as a “jinni” and looked down upon. “There
was no massacre,” my mother said. “The British and Japanese forces came to take my husband and me, as they had done to

many other ‘sahibs’ in our village. We ran and escaped 82157476af
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